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measures against heresy. As the edict prevented the
immediate suppression of Calvinism they tried at first
by measures in detail to compel the conversion of the
Calvinists. They adopted the plan of giving to all
questions the interpretation most unfavorable to the
Protestants. The Edict of Nantes had declared that
the Calvinists had the right to establish schools for
the children of their faith, but it did not say how
many; the king decided that there could be only one
school in a town, and only one instructor in that school
The edict had declared that the Calvinists had the
right to bring up their children in their religion; but
it did not set a limit to the age; the king decided that
the children should have the right to become Catholics
at the age of seven, inasmuch as at that age "they are
capable of reasoning and of choosing in a matter as
important as that of their salvation/'

At the same time two methods of procedure were
employed for the conversion of the Calvinists. Favors,
places, honors, were given to those who became Catho-
lics; even a conversion-fund was created, which was
used to pay those who were converted. On the other
hand, they made life unendurable for those who
remained Protestants. One by one all professions by
which they could earn their living were closed to them;
a Calvinist could not be a notary, attorney, prosecutor,
doctor or book-merchant, and finally they were pre-
vented from engaging in commercial or industrial pur-
suits. The intendants had their orders to choose in
preference the Calvinists when it was necessary to
increase the taxes, or to quarter soldiers in lodgings.
At last they sent to the homes of the Calvinists troops